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INTRODUCTION TO INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
RIGHTS (IPR)

* ntellectual Property Rights protect creations of the human mind.
* IPR encourages creativity, research, and innovation.

* It gives creators legal protection for their inventions and designs.

and utility models.
* IPR helps businesses maintain a competitive advantage.

* Key point: IPR protects both creative appearance and technical
innovation.




INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS

Industrial designs protect the visual appearance of a product.

They may include shape, pattern, colour, lines, and decoration.

Protection focuses on appearance rather than technical function.

The design should meet the applicable legal requirements.

Registration can help prevent unauthorized copying.

Examples: Furniture designs, watch cases, mobile phone shapes, and perfume bottles.




UTILITY MODELS

 Utility models protect certain technical inventions in countries
that recognize them.
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* They often cover practical improvements to existing products.

* They may have simpler or faster registration procedures than
patents.

* Their protection period is generally shorter than patent
protection.

* Eligibility and legal requirements vary by country.

Examples: An improved locking mechanism, a practical tool
improvement, or a new folding mechanism.




INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS VS. UTILITY MODELS

Feature Industrial Design Utility Model
Protects Product appearance Technical improvement
Focus Visual features Function or structure
: Improved chair-foldin
Examples Chair shape PTove 5
mechanism

0 s . : Available only in certain

Availability Recognized in many countries Y

jurisdictions

Key point: Industrial designs protect how a product looks, while utility models protect
eligible technical improvements.




REGISTRATION AND LEGAL PROTECTION

* Identify the design or technical innovation to be protected.

* Check the relevant legal requirements and existing rights.

* Prepare drawings, photographs, and technical descriptions as required.

* Submit the application to the appropriate intellectual property office.

* Respond to examination requests and complete the registration process, where applicable.
* Maintain protection by meeting applicable renewal and fee requirements.

* Note: In India, industrial designs can be registered under the Designs Act, 2000. Utility models do not
currently have a separate, general-purpose registration system in India like they do in some other

countries.




BENEFITS AND CHALLENGES

Benefits Challenges

* Encourages innovation and creativity. * Registration may involve costs and
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* Helps prevent unauthorized copying. paperwor

* Protection differs between countries.

* Increases product value and market
* Infringement can be difficult to identify and

competitiveness.
enforce against.

 Supports licensing and commercial ,
* Businesses must choose the correct type of

opportunities.

IP protection.




CONCLUSION AND REFERENCES

Conclusion

* Industrial designs and utility models support
different forms of product innovation.

* Industrial designs focus on visual appearance.

 Utility models protect eligible technical
improvements where legally available.

* Choosing suitable IP protection helps
businesses safeguard innovation and

encourage research
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